PREVENTING A PUTSCH AND PUBLICITY

of the British Assistant Kreis Controller. I informed him quickly
of the situation while his wife gave me breakfast.

Then he brought out his own motor car and I inquired of a
uniformed officer the way to the headquarters of his Command.
He indicated on a map a farm-house some few miles from
Lublinitz. The roads were filled with troops of lads in civilian
clothing ; and at each post we were halted and in impeccable
French, the French of a Frenchman, I was asked my business.
At one point were some two hundred lads being drilled in a field ;
and while I halted, the officer in charge, a Frenchman, took
delight in demonstrating to me how well advanced were the
recruits under his command. I photographed him in the centre
of his company and then went on towards Lublinitz.

We found the " general of the Bytrom Group," a short,
aggressive-looking man in a slouch hat and civilian clothing,
seated in the farm-house surrounded by his staff. He was in no
way pleased to see me and still less was he responsive to the
terms of my request. But, when I informed him of the strength
of the German opposition and that the Germans themselves
proposed immediate opposition, he was more attentive to my
suggestion for an armistice. The terms of this I drew up myself in
French. It was a document of the simplest character, adhering
to an armistice for forty-eight hours provided that no action
be taken by the German Defence Corps. It read :

" Provonkau, lorn Mai, 1921*
" ORDRE DU JOUR,

"BYTROM GROUPE.

" Declare etre d'accord pour conclure une Armistice de
quarante-huit heures a dater du dix mai 1921, jusqu'au dixmai
1921, htiit heures, sur les conditions formelles qu'aucune action
militaire ne soit entreprise pendant ce temps par les Allemands.
Get ordre est transmis a tout le front dependant de ce grouped*

Both the Kreis Controller and I appended our signatures as
witnesses to the Armistice. But following the signature we were
delayed at the Polish Headquarters for some hours. I protested.
I was told that it was impossible to go out or to penetrate the
lines. Whether this was to enable the Group Commander to
submit the terms of the Armistice to Korfanty for confirmation,
or whether it was to instruct his outposts to make our return
passage as difficult as possible, I did not discover.